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place to all other objects of worship, to father and mother,
to husband or wife. In him should the loyalty of all
hearts centre, he should be their pattern, their Authority,
and Judge. Of him and his service should no man be
ashamed, but to those who acknowledged it morality
should be an easy yoke, and the law of right as spon-
taneous as the law of life; sufferings should be easy to
hear, and the loss of worldly friends repaired by a new
home in the bosom of the Christian kingdom; finally, in
death itself their sleep should be sweet upon whose tomb-
stone it could be mitten 4 Obdormivit in Christo.'

We have insisted upon the effect of personal influence
in creating virtuous impulses. We have described
Christ's Theocracy as a great attempt to set all the virtue
of the world upon this basis, and to give it a visible
centre or fountain. But we have used generalities. It is
advisable, before quitting the subject, to give a single
example of the magical passing of virtue out of the
virtuous man into the hearts of those with whom he
comes in contact. A remarkable story which appeal's in
fc*t. John's biography, though it is apparently an inter-
polation in that place, may serve this purpose, and will
at the same time illustrate the difference between
scholastic or scientific and living or instinctive virtue.
Sonic of the leading religious men of Jerusalem had de-
tected a woman in adulteiy. It occurred to them that
the cavse afforded a good opportunity of making an ex-
periment upon Christ. They might use it to discover
how lie regarded the Mosaic law. That he was hete-